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Primary Devotional And Prayer Focus-  
Jesus, Draw Me Close 

 
 



How to work with this devotional for the next 40 Days (March 6-April 14) 
 

1) Each day will have its own separate page.  

 

2) There will be just one set of scriptures on each page.  

 

3) Above the scripture you will see the following: 

 
Key Focus:    

 
Short commentary paragraph. 

 

4) There is an area to write notes/journal for prayer and reflection after 
reading the quoted scripture in light of the focus and stated commentary. 

 

5) All scripture will be from the New Living Translation of the Holy Bible.  
 

6) If scriptures are in parentheses in the commentary section, you can look up 
those verses to help you understand the commentary.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jesus, Draw Me Close- March 6 
 
Key Focus- Lord help me to have an eternal perspective about life. 
 
Commentary: We do not live forever; each of us have an inspection sticker 
expiration date; the problem is, we do not know when that is. So we must live 
ready to expire at any time to meet God our Creator in eternity.   
 
Psalm 39 (4-7) 4 “LORD, remind me how brief my time on earth will be. 
    Remind me that my days are numbered how fleeting my life is. 
5 You have made my life no longer than the width of my hand. 
    My entire lifetime is just a moment to you; at best, each of us is but a 
breath.”  6 We are merely moving shadows, 
    and all our busy rushing ends in nothing. We heap up wealth, 
    not knowing who will spend it. 7 And so, Lord, where do I put my hope? 
    My only hope is in you. 
 
 
 Notes after prayer and reflection: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jesus, Draw Me Close- March 7 
 
Key Focus-Lord, help me to understand what you call “blessed”. 
 
Commentary: In this commercialized generation we are prone to deem ourselves 
blessed primarily in relationship to material possessions.  But, for the believer in 
Jesus, we are categorized as “blessed” by God as we embrace God’s attributes in 
our hearts and actions.  
 
Matthew 5(3-13) “God blesses those who are (spiritually) poor and realize their 
need for him,[a]  for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 4 God blesses those who 
mourn, for they will be comforted. 5 God blesses those who are humble, 
    for they will inherit the whole earth. 6 God blesses those who hunger and thirst 
for justice,[b] for they will be satisfied. 7 God blesses those who are merciful, for 
they will be shown mercy. 8 God blesses those whose hearts are pure, for they will 
see God. 9 God blesses those who work for peace, 
    for they will be called the children of God. 10 God blesses those who are 
persecuted for doing right, for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 11 “God blesses 
you when people mock you and persecute you and lie about you and say all sorts 
of evil things against you because you are my followers. 12 Be happy about it! Be 
very glad! For a great reward awaits you in heaven. And remember, the ancient 
prophets were persecuted in the same way. 
 
 
Notes after prayer and reflection: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23214a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23217b


Jesus, Draw Me Close-March 8 
 
Key Focus-Lord, help me to stay in my lane and learn my limitations.  
 
Commentary: Success and achievements in life can tempt us to think that we are 
invincible, limitless and on autopilot or self-piloting, until we face uncertain, 
undesirable and unexpected realities.  However, our limitations stay in clear view 
when we pray the below Psalms to an unlimited, all powerful, all seeing, all 
knowing, and everywhere present, only true and living God through Jesus Christ.  
 

Psalms 131 LORD, my heart is not proud; 

    my eyes are not haughty. 

I don’t concern myself with matters too great 

    or too awesome for me to grasp. 
2 Instead, I have calmed and quieted myself, 

    like a weaned child who no longer cries for its mother’s milk. 

    Yes, like a weaned child is my soul within me. 
3 O Israel, put your hope in the LORD— 

    now and always. 
 
 
Notes after prayer and reflection: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jesus, Draw Me Close- March 9 
 
Key Focus-Lord help me to glorify you with my body.  
 
Commentary: Since we are believers of Jesus Christ what we do with our physical 
bodies matter to our God. Anyone who continues to practice the sin of all forms 
of immorality-sexual sins will not go to heaven.  Let us not be deceived. Not only 
do persons who practice sexual sins block their entry into heaven but they also 
destroy their bodies and sin against their own bodies in the process. The Apostle 
Paul guided by the Holy Spirit have helped us to be aware of a very 
comprehensive list of sexually immoral sins which must never leave our spiritual 
radars. Finally, friends a sexual temptation is the one sin that we are commanded 
to quickly remove ourselves or else if one hesitates he or she will fall.  
 

1 Corinthians 6(9-11, 18-20) Don’t you realize that those who do wrong will not 

inherit the Kingdom of God? Don’t fool yourselves. Those who indulge in sexual 

sin, or who worship idols, or commit adultery, or are male prostitutes, or practice 

homosexuality, 10 or are thieves, or greedy people, or drunkards, or are abusive, 

or cheat people—none of these will inherit the Kingdom of God. 11 Some of you 

were once like that. But you were cleansed; you were made holy; you were made 

right with God by calling on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of 

our God. 

 18 Run from sexual sin! No other sin so clearly affects the body as this one does. 

For sexual immorality is a sin against your own body. 19 Don’t you realize that your 

body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by 

God? You do not belong to yourself, 20 for God bought you with a high price. So 

you must honor God with your body. 

 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Jesus, Draw Me Close-March 10 
 
Key Focus: Lord, is my worship and praise to the Lord conditional and 
contingent?  
 
Commentary: Unfortunately, we live in a society and generation that strongly 
endorses reciprocity relationships; in other words, it’s all about “what have you 
done for me lately.”  And if we are not careful our worship and praise to God is 
based primarily on what we think He ought to have done or did for us “lately”. 
Never mind that we serve God who is still God and still always good even when 
life may seem bad or uncertain to us. We serve God whom as His children, we 
should determine to bless Him at all times without condition and not depending 
on anything we think that He should have done for us.  
  

Habakkuk 3(17-19) Even though the fig trees have no blossoms, 
    and there are no grapes on the vines; 
even though the olive crop fails, 
    and the fields lie empty and barren; 
even though the flocks die in the fields, 
    and the cattle barns are empty, 
18 yet I will rejoice in the LORD! 
    I will be joyful in the God of my salvation! 
19 The Sovereign LORD is my strength! 
    He makes me as surefooted as a deer,[f] 
    able to tread upon the heights. 
 
 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Habakkuk+3&version=NLT#fen-NLT-22764f


Jesus, Draw Me Close-March 11 
 
Key Focus-The Gift of God’s love is the most important spiritual gift.  
 
Commentary:  The Apostle Paul writing to the church at Corinth let them and us 
know that if we do not have the love of God way down deep in our hearts, our 
lives, even our Christian lives will be totally out of order regardless of how many 
other spiritual gifts we think we are capable of administrating in the body of 
Christ. Our spiritual gifts and ministry works must be bathe in the gift of God’s 
love at all times. The spiritual gift of God’s love is the main ingredient for 
relationships, and godly relationships is what matters the most in God’s Kingdom. 
In fact it is godly relationships that drives godly success in ministry, our homes, 
families and communities.  

1 Corinthians 13 If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but 

didn’t love others, I would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I had the 

gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all 

knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love 

others, I would be nothing. 3 If I gave everything I have to the poor and even 

sacrificed my body, I could boast about it;[a] but if I didn’t love others, I would 

have gained nothing. 4 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or 

proud 5 or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no 

record of being wronged. 6 It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices 

whenever the truth wins out. 7 Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always 

hopeful, and endures through every circumstance. 8 Prophecy and speaking in 

unknown languages[b] and special knowledge will become useless. But love will 

last forever! 9 Now our knowledge is partial and incomplete, and even the gift of 

prophecy reveals only part of the whole picture! 10 But when the time of 

perfection comes, these partial things will become useless. 11 When I was a child, I 

spoke and thought and reasoned as a child. But when I grew up, I put away 

childish things. 12 Now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in a 

mirror, but then we will see everything with perfect clarity.[c] All that I know now 

is partial and incomplete, but then I will know everything completely, just as God 

now knows me completely. 13 Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and 

love—and the greatest of these is love. 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28629a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28634b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28638c


Jesus, Draw Me Close-March 12 
 
Key Focus-Lord help me not to be so much concerned about you being on my 
side but rather, am I on Your side?  
 
Commentary:  Our responsibility as Christians is to center our lives on the 
question of what is God is doing now, and how can I join in with God who is 
always moving and at work. We may be moving and at work, but it may not be 
what God intended; and yet we want God to be on our side. If we seek to 
understand what God is doing and join in with Him, we will always have God on 
our side because we have joined His side.  
 

Joshua 5 (13-15) 13 When Joshua was near the town of Jericho, he looked up and 

saw a man standing in front of him with sword in hand. Joshua went up to him 

and demanded, “Are you friend or foe?”14 “Neither one,” he replied. “I am the 

commander of the LORD’s army.” At this, Joshua fell with his face to the ground in 

reverence. “I am at your command,” Joshua said. “What do you want your servant 

to do?”15 The commander of the LORD’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for 

the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did as he was told. 

 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jesus, Draw Me Close-March 13 
 
Key Focus-Lord, Jesus help me to determine to abide, remain in You.  
 
Commentary: We will not be producing spiritual fruit if we do not remain in Jesus 
Christ as a lifestyle, not Jesus I want to be with you because I need a blessing. But 
Jesus I want to be with you because I want to become more like you. Also, we 
have a better chance of centering our prayers on God’s will for our lives when we 
remain in the Word of God and in Jesus Christ. Jesus and the written Word will 
bring clarity and recognition of what is the will of God for our lives.  
 
John 15(5-8) “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, 
and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do 
nothing. 6 Anyone who does not remain in me is thrown away like a useless 
branch and withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile to be burned. 7 But if 
you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything you 
want, and it will be granted! 8 When you produce much fruit, you are my true 
disciples. This brings great glory to my Father. 
 
 
 
 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jesus, Draw Me Close-March 14 
 
Key Focus- Lord, help me to trust in You with all.” 
 
Commentary: The below text is a common set of scriptures to a regular church 
goer; but, one can easily miss the key word “all”.  To trust in God with all of our 
heart and in all of our ways takes a lifetime of learning, growing and developing in 
Jesus Christ. We are often tempted to move out on our own because “we think 
we know”. And maybe we know what happened when the Lord moved the last 
time we were in a situation; but what if God wants to move differently in ways of 
which we are not familiar.  This is why every day, every season, and throughout all 
our life journey we need to trust God with “all”.  

Proverbs 3(5-8) Trust in the LORD with all your heart; 

    do not depend on your own understanding.6 Seek his will in all you do, 

    and he will show you which path to take. 7 Don’t be impressed with your own 

wisdom. Instead, fear the LORD and turn away from evil. 8 Then you will have 

healing for your body and strength for your bones. 

 

 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jesus, Draw Me Close-March 15 
 
Key Focus-Lord, help me not to be a Pharisee or hypocrite with my giving and 
my prayers.  
 
Commentary: Maturing in Christ is about arriving to a place of spirituality where 
we understand that God is taking record of what we do; and why we do what we 
do is more important than praise and recognition from humankind. We need to 
grasp in our hearts and minds that eternal recognition is extremely more 
important than receiving recognition here on earth.  

Matthew 6 (1-6) “Watch out! Don’t do your good deeds publicly, to be admired 

by others, for you will lose the reward from your Father in heaven. 2 When you 

give to someone in need, don’t do as the hypocrites do—blowing trumpets in the 

synagogues and streets to call attention to their acts of charity! I tell you the 

truth, they have received all the reward they will ever get. 3 But when you give to 

someone in need, don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is 

doing. 4 Give your gifts in private, and your Father, who sees everything, will 

reward you. 5 “When you pray, don’t be like the hypocrites who love to pray 

publicly on street corners and in the synagogues where everyone can see them. I 

tell you the truth that is all the reward they will ever get. 6 But when you pray, go 

away by yourself, shut the door behind you, and pray to your Father in private. 

Then your Father, who sees everything, will reward you. 

 

 Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Jesus, Draw Me Close-March 16 
 
Key Focus-Lord, please search me and help me to change all that needs 
changing.  
 
Commentary: When we give our hearts to Jesus Christ that is the beginning of 
change.  But change increases and we become more like Christ continually when 
we regularly ask the Holy Spirit to search our hearts and help us to see how we 
can come to know God and be more like God from day to day.  
   
Psalms 139(23-24) 
Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
    test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
24 Point out anything in me that offends you, 
    and lead me along the path of everlasting life. 
 
 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Jesus, Draw Me Close-March 17 
 
Key Focus-Lord help me to understand what you see as the number one 
evidence of being filled with your Holy Spirit.  
 
Commentary:  It is easy to get caught up with certain spiritual gifts and not be 
aware that the reason for the gifts are for the end all of saving souls, discipleship 
of believers, and seeing lives set free and delivered from the clutches of Satan.  
Jesus wants us to know that He sent His Holy Spirit not just so that we can have 
“good church services” but rather to reach this dark world for Jesus Christ. And 
Jesus is saying to us in the scripture below that this is how you will know that you 
are filled with my Holy Spirit and that is when you see that reaching others with 
the Gospel is a top priority for you in your life.  
 
 Acts 1:8  8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And 
you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 
 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Jesus, Draw Me Close-March 18 
 
Key Focus-Lord help me to honor you with all of my increase as a lifestyle. 
 
Commentary: If we are not yielding our finances to God’s biblical ministry of 
stewardship, we are not yielding to God. If we are not applying God’s biblical plan 
of tithing and giving to all of our increase, we are not honoring God no matter 
how much we say with our lips and tongues that we honor and worship God.  
 
Proverbs 5(9-10) Honor the LORD with your wealth 
    and with the best part of everything you produce. 
10 Then he will fill your barns with grain, 
    and your vats will overflow with good wine. 
 
 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Jesus, Draw Me Close-March 19 
 
Key Focus-Lord help me to control my tongue and the words that come out of 
my mouth.  
 
Commentary:  Words are like toothpaste coming out of a tube. Just as we cannot 
put toothpaste back into a tube, we cannot put words back into our mouths. Once 
those words exit our mouths, they are out there for good. This is why we need to 
spend a lifetime allowing the Holy Spirit to help us to work on the words we say 
and even the non-verbal manner in which we communicate those words.  
 

 James 3 (4-12)  4 And a small rudder makes a huge ship turn wherever the pilot 

chooses to go, even though the winds are strong. 5 In the same way, the tongue is 

a small thing that makes grand speeches. But a tiny spark can set a great forest on 

fire. 6 And among all the parts of the body, the tongue is a flame of fire. It is a 

whole world of wickedness, corrupting your entire body. It can set your whole life 

on fire, for it is set on fire by hell itself.[b] 7 People can tame all kinds of animals, 

birds, reptiles, and fish, 8 but no one can tame the tongue. It is restless and evil, 

full of deadly poison.9 Sometimes it praises our Lord and Father, and sometimes it 

curses those who have been made in the image of God. 10 And so blessing and 

cursing come pouring out of the same mouth. Surely, my brothers and sisters, this 

is not right! 11 Does a spring of water bubble out with both fresh water and bitter 

water? 12 Does a fig tree produce olives, or a grapevine produce figs? No, and you 

can’t draw fresh water from a salty spring.[c] 

 

 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+3&version=NLT#fen-NLT-30286b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+3&version=NLT#fen-NLT-30292c


 
Jesus, Draw Me Close-March 20 
 
Key Focus-Lord help me to understand how important the condition of my heart 
is to You.  
 
Commentary: Outside of Christ, we are no different than Samuel and the people 
of Samuel’s generation as naturally we can also be impressed too quickly by 
outward appearances. But God wants us to know that it is not outward things 
that makes us.  It is inward things from our hearts that makes us who we really 
are, that part of us that if no one else sees, God always sees.    
 

1 Samuel 16(6-7) When they arrived, Samuel took one look at Eliab and thought, 

“Surely this is the LORD’s anointed!” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by 

his appearance or height, for I have rejected him. The LORD doesn’t see things the 

way you see them. People judge by outward appearance, but the LORD looks at 

the heart.” 

 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Jesus, Draw Me Close-March 21 
 
Key Focus-What may seem impossible to us is never impossible with God.   
 
Commentary: God never fails regardless of what it looks like to us. And when it 
seems that our lives and plans are in fail mode and we are confident that we are 
walking with God, then we need to ask the Lord to open our eyes to see His 
victory in the middle of the situation, because God never fails.  
 
Luke 1:37 
For the word of God will never fail. 
 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Jesus, Draw Me Close-March 22 
 
Key Focus-Lord help me to understand that you bless me so that I may be a 
blessing.  
 
Commentary: The blessings of the Lord in our lives whether spiritual or material 
are not there just for us to admire and hoard-(be selfish with). One of the primary 
reasons why Abraham’s blessings kept increasing in his life is because Abraham 
practiced being a blessing. In fact, Abraham is the first servant of God who tithe. 
We first find the word “tithe” in our Bibles in relationship to Abraham (Genesis 
14:20).  So as we are passing through the world and we receive the continued 
blessings of Abraham through Jesus Christ, may we make it a godly priority to be a 
genuine blessing.   
 
Genesis 12(1-2) The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your 
relatives, and your father’s family, and go to the land that I will show you. 2 I will 
make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will 
be a blessing to others. 
 
 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Jesus Draw Me Close-March 23 
 
Key Focus-Lord help me to develop regular times in my prayer life where my 
main concern is to just worship you for who you are.  
 
Commentary: It is easy to see prayer only as a means to petition or bring 
requests, supplications, concerns and perceived needs before the Lord. However, 
we enjoy greater growth and a closer walk with God when we discover how to 
come to prayer just to love on God and tell God “thank you” for just because you 
are.  
 
1 Timothy 1:17 17 All honor and glory to God forever and ever! He is the eternal 
King, the unseen one who never dies; he alone is God. Amen. 
 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Jesus, Draw Me Close-March 24 
 
Key Focus-Lord help me to boast and give glory that I understand and know You. 
 
Commentary: It is sad for a person to go all the way through life with a focus that 
matters only for the temporal earthly side of life. Success, achievements, 
compliments and accolades concerning goals and tasks, positions and titles in the 
earth realm all have their place. But to not understand that what is of most 
importance is the opportunity to know God for ourselves and to understand who 
He is, puts our souls in grave danger. The testimony that every person needs to 
have before he or she dies is that one is thankful that he or she knows and 
understand God through Jesus Christ for oneself.  

Jeremiah 9(23-24) This is what the LORD says: 

“Don’t let the wise boast in their wisdom, 

    or the powerful boast in their power, 

    or the rich boast in their riches. 
24 But those who wish to boast 

    should boast in this alone: 

that they truly know me and understand that I am the LORD 

    who demonstrates unfailing love 

    and who brings justice and righteousness to the earth, 

and that I delight in these things. 

    I, the LORD, have spoken! 

 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Jesus, Draw Me Close-March 25 

 

Key Focus-“Lord, help me to stay down humble at Jesus’ feet.” 

 

Commentary: The easiest way to a spiritual fall is the sin of ungodly pride. The 

direct path for continued spiritual victories where God puts His hands on our lives 

and promotes us as He sees fit, is to be diligent and content in what He assigns us 

to and work on a lifestyle of lifting up Jesus and giving God the glory.  

  

James 4(6-10)  6 And he gives grace generously. As the Scriptures say, 

“God opposes the proud 

    but gives grace to the humble.”[c] 

7 So humble yourselves before God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 

you. 8 Come close to God, and God will come close to you. Wash your hands, you 

sinners; purify your hearts, for your loyalty is divided between God and the 

world. 9 Let there be tears for what you have done. Let there be sorrow and deep 

grief. Let there be sadness instead of laughter, and gloom instead of 

joy. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up in honor. 

 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+4&version=NLT#fen-NLT-30304c


 
Jesus, Draw Me Close-March 26 
 
Key Focus: Lord, I want to keep and have a “but if not” determination to serve 
you.  
 
Commentary: What if God does not deliver us as God did not deliver Stephen 
from his stoning but rather Jesus received Stephen into heaven (Acts 7:54-60). 
What if God says, I will not change the situation because my grace is sufficient as 
God said to the Apostle Paul (2 Corinthians 12:9).  The Three Hebrew boys in the 
below text made a public declaration that even if God did not deliver them from 
an ungodly king they still would serve the Lord.  And we too have to have a 
determination that our commitment to know and serve the Lord is unrestrained. 
In other words, we put no restraints or conditions on God concerning whether or 
not we will serve or live for Him. We firmly practice that “nothing will be able to 
separate us from our love for God” (Romans 8:38).  
 

Daniel 3(16-18) Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied, “O Nebuchadnezzar, 
we do not need to defend ourselves before you. 17 If we are thrown into the 
blazing furnace, the God whom we serve is able to save us. He will rescue us from 
your power, Your Majesty. 18 But even if he doesn’t, we want to make it clear to 
you, Your Majesty, that we will never serve your gods or worship the gold statue 
you have set up.” 
 
 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Jesus, Draw Me Close-March 27 
  
Key Focus-Lord, Help me to practice, biblical conflict resolution. Lord, help me to 
be a peacemaker and not a peacebreaker.  
 
Commentary: In a world that is full of great strife, confusion and conflict, may we 
as servants of Jesus Christ model for others how to solve conflict in the love of 
Jesus Christ where we practice self-control and diffuse, pour water, not gasoline 
on tense situations in everyday life.  
 
Hebrews 12(14-16) Work at living in peace with everyone, and work at living a 
holy life, for those who are not holy will not see the Lord. 15 Look after each other 
so that none of you fails to receive the grace of God. Watch out that no poisonous 
root of bitterness grows up to trouble you, corrupting many. 
 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Jesus, Draw Me Close-March 28 
 
Key Focus-Lord, help me to remember where my help comes from, that all of my 
help comes from you.  
 
Commentary: One of the leading book categories that make for best sellers are 
books about “self-help”.  Too many persons in this generations are misguided in 
thinking that we can have a “better you” just by doing some self-adjustments 
alone.  It is not, however, until some persons come to the end of themselves that 
they realize that they are out of rope and they need something else to catch on to 
just to make it. Well we as believers know or we should know where our help 
comes from even for what may be the smallest considerations in our lives. Our 
help comes from the Lord who made heaven and earth; we need to boldly 
proclaim this and live by it because even when persons do not acknowledge that 
it is God who is keeping them, God is still yet the One who is keeping them.  

Psalms 121 
1I look up to the mountains— 

    does my help come from there? 
2 My help comes from the LORD, 

    who made heaven and earth! 
3 He will not let you stumble; 

    the one who watches over you will not slumber. 
4 Indeed, he who watches over Israel 

    never slumbers or sleeps. 
5 The LORD himself watches over you! 

    The LORD stands beside you as your protective shade. 
6 The sun will not harm you by day, 

    nor the moon at night. 
7 The LORD keeps you from all harm 

    and watches over your life. 
8 The LORD keeps watch over you as you come and go, 

    both now and forever. 

 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 



 
Jesus, Draw Me Close-March 29 
 
Key Focus-Lord, help me to develop and keep a daily habit of denying self. 
 
Commentary: The Christian walk is a process by which we get up every morning 
and say Christ please increase, as I decrease(John 3:30). We must daily abandon 
self and say Lord more of you and less of me and then yield our lives to fulfilling 
God’s will for that day, every day. Following Jesus requires no less than this.  
 
Mark 8:34-37 
Then, calling the crowd to join his disciples, he said, “If any of you wants to be my 
follower, you must give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me.35 If 
you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my 
sake and for the sake of the Good News, you will save it. 36 And what do you 
benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? 37 Is anything worth 
more than your soul?  

 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Jesus, Draw Me Close-March 30 
 
Key Focus-Lord help me to understand how critical and important it is to You 
that I pray for others.  
 
Commentary: One of the least talked about ways that we can practice 
stewardship is in our prayer life.  We can be generous in our prayer life where we 
practice intentional prayers for others whether they ask us to pray for them or 
not. Sometimes, the Holy Spirit will specifically guide us in praying for someone. It 
may not be necessary to know why we are being guided to pray for another 
person but rather simply obey and follow through and pray and intercede on 
one’s behalf.  
 
1 Samuel 12: 23   
“As for me, I will certainly not sin against the LORD by ending my prayers for you. 
And I will continue to teach you what is good and right. 24 But be sure to fear 
the LORD and faithfully serve him. 
 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Jesus, Draw Me Close-March 31 
 
Key Focus-Lord help me to understand that Your grace not only saves me but 
also transforms me so that I do not live a life that takes Your grace for granted. 
 
Commentary:  Most certainly it is the grace, the love of God that saves us 
because indeed God loved us while we were yet unsaved.  However, after we get 
saved, that same love/grace is there to guide our journey in Christ of becoming 
more like God from day to day shedding old ungodly habits and gaining new godly 
habits for Christian living.  
 
Romans 6:1, 12-14 1Well then, should we keep on sinning so that God can show 
us more and more of his wonderful grace? 2 Of course not! Since we have died to 
sin, how can we continue to live in it?  
 
12 Do not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful desires. 13 Do not 
let any part of your body become an instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead, give 
yourselves completely to God, for you were dead, but now you have new life. So 
use your whole body as an instrument to do what is right for the glory of 
God.14 Sin is no longer your master, for you no longer live under the requirements 
of the law. Instead, you live under the freedom of God’s grace. 
 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Jesus, Draw Me Close-April 1 
 
Key Focus-Lord, help me to embrace your faithfulness and your mercies that are 
new to me every morning regardless of the seasons in my life.  
 
Commentary: Yes we have things in our life that continue to change, but the one 
surety we have is that on Christ the Solid Rock we stand and all other ground is 
sinking sand; and we serve a God through Jesus Christ who changes not. He is the 
same “I Am that I Am that I Am”.  God’s attributes, His characteristics are the 
same every day, every morning with new mercies for us and He longs for us to 
continue to draw closer to Him.  
 

Lamentations 3(21-24) 
21Yet I still dare to hope 

    when I remember this: 
22 The faithful love of the LORD never ends![b] 

    His mercies never cease. 
23 Great is his faithfulness; 

    his mercies begin afresh each morning. 
24 I say to myself, “The LORD is my inheritance; 

    therefore, I will hope in him!” 
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Jesus, Draw Me Close-April 2 

 

Key Focus-Lord, help me to be reminded of those not so popular, not so 

household named sins. 

 

Commentary: Let us be alert that God does not want us to be asleep at the wheel 

about sins that go under cover, those non-household name sins.  It is what is 

known in one place in God’s Word as the “little foxes that spoil the vines” (Song of 

Solomon 2:15).  Something that may seem little to us may be big in opening the 

door for toxic unwelcomed realities in our lives, like grudges, bitterness, envy, 

jealousy and the like. So, just as we are bent on not being caught up in what we 

call “the big sins”, let’s have that same fervent desire to avoid “the little foxes” 

because what we may call “little” may have big consequences in the long run.   

 

Galatians 5(19-22) 

 
19 When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are very clear: 

sexual immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hostility, 

quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, dissension, 

division,21 envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other sins like these. Let me tell 

you again, as I have before, that anyone living that sort of life will not inherit 

the Kingdom of God. But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and 

self-control. There is no law against these things! 

 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Jesus, Draw Me Close-April 3 

 

Key Focus-Lord help me to know and remember that every battle and every 

victory in You matters.   

 

Commentary: For every test, situation, unwelcomed circumstance, trial or 

tribulation in life that we overcome, let’s be prayerful about what God wanted us 

to learn from it.  Without a doubt we are probably going to be prayerful about 

why was it necessary for God to allow us to go through a difficulty but at some 

point our prayer needs to change into what does God want us to learn. The 

reason being is because we may have to move from “fighting the bears and the 

lions” to “fighting giants”. And it’s because God has shown us that He is with us in 

the fight with the lions and the bears that He will be with us at the next level.  

 

1 Samuel 17(34-38) 
34 But David persisted. “I have been taking care of my father’s sheep and goats,” 

he said. “When a lion or a bear comes to steal a lamb from the flock, 35 I go after it 

with a club and rescue the lamb from its mouth. If the animal turns on me, I catch 

it by the jaw and club it to death. 36 I have done this to both lions and bears, and 

I’ll do it to this pagan Philistine, too, for he has defied the armies of the living 

God! 37 The LORD who rescued me from the claws of the lion and the bear will 

rescue me from this Philistine!” Saul finally consented. “All right, go ahead,” he 

said. “And may the LORD be with you!” 

 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Jesus, Draw Me Close-April 4 

 

Key Focus-Lord, help me to understand that the number one prescription and 

solution to giving up is prayer.   

 

Commentary:  When life gets tough the easy option is to give up. However, if we 

give up, at whatever point we gave up that’s the point we are going to have to go 

back and start if we want to go forward. So, as believers in Jesus Christ instead of 

giving up we are commanded to pray. Stand still and pray until God shows us how 

to go forward. If we stand still and earnestly seek the face of God, He will show us 

how to go forward and God will empower and strengthen us to go forward in 

Him.  

 

Luke 18(1-8) One day Jesus told his disciples a story to show that they should 

always pray and never give up. 2 “There was a judge in a certain city,” he 

said, “who neither feared God nor cared about people. 3 A widow of that city 

came to him repeatedly, saying, ‘Give me justice in this dispute with my 

enemy.’ 4 The judge ignored her for a while, but finally he said to himself, ‘I don’t 

fear God or care about people,5 but this woman is driving me crazy. I’m going to 

see that she gets justice, because she is wearing me out with her constant 

requests!’” 

6 Then the Lord said, “Learn a lesson from this unjust judge. 7 Even he rendered a 

just decision in the end. So don’t you think God will surely give justice to his 

chosen people who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off?8 I 

tell you, he will grant justice to them quickly! But when the Son of Man[a]returns, 

how many will he find on the earth who have faith?” 

 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 
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Jesus, Draw Me Close-April 5 

 

Key Focus-Lord, help me to model and teach that we are to serve and follow you 

at the earliest age possible.  

 

Commentary: It is never in vain to start at the earliest age possible in serving the 

Lord. Not everyone is called to full-time professional ministry, but everyone has a 

calling and a ministry. Discovering one’s call and ministry at an early age will be a 

blessing because as an old hymn says “every work for Jesus will be blest”. And in 

fact as we stay in tune with Jesus concerning our work and ministry, He will also 

lead and guide us in our whole-comprehensive lives, our careers, our 

relationships and all critical or small decisions we make in this life. Let’s give God 

our best energy, best time and our best strength, for as we get older our bodies 

naturally slow down.   

Ecclesiastes 12 (1-4) Don’t let the excitement of youth cause you to forget your 

Creator. Honor him in your youth before you grow old and say, “Life is not 

pleasant anymore.” 2 Remember him before the light of the sun, moon, and stars 

is dim to your old eyes, and rain clouds continually darken your sky. 3 Remember 

him before your legs—the guards of your house—start to tremble; and before 

your shoulders—the strong men—stoop. Remember him before your teeth—your 

few remaining servants—stop grinding; and before your eyes—the women 

looking through the windows—see dimly. 

4 Remember him before the door to life’s opportunities is closed and the sound of 

work fades. Now you rise at the first chirping of the birds, but then all their 

sounds will grow faint. 

 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 

 



 

 

 

Jesus, Draw Me Close-April 6 

Key Focus-Lord help me to grow and develop my faith in You.  

 

Commentary: Too often in today’s society people throw the word “faith” around 

like everybody has it.  However, when the Bible speaks of “faith” it’s not just 

talking about being courageous to step out on a limb. It’s talking about having 

faith in God.  In fact, we cannot even begin to think about pleasing God if we do 

not have faith in Him.  In other words, having faith in God is about believing that 

whatever God says in His Word concerning all topics and concerns in this life, 

God’s written way, and God’s written plan are the best ways and plans.  If we 

don’t believe God’s word, we will not practice God’s word concerning certain 

subjects. This is why God says you will not be able to please me, (obey my word) if 

you do not have faith in me.  Faith in God is not just about believing God for a 

material blessing. Faith in God is about learning how to walk in obedience and 

patience in response to God’s full comprehensive written Word.  

Hebrews 11:6 

And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come to 

him must believe that God exists and that he rewards those who sincerely seek 

him. 

 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Jesus, Draw Me Close,-April 7  

Key Focus- Lord help me to have a heart to pray for and seek after those who 

are lost.  

Commentary: Since we are saved and we can see clearly the difference of what a 

saved life versus an unsaved life can do for a person, we need to start asking the 

question of what if I was unsaved. We ought to have that deep compassion and 

concern about others that they are unsaved and they may not know that they are 

unsaved.  They are lost and they may not know that the best life they could ever 

live is in Jesus Christ. Just like God through Jesus Christ sees potential in you and 

me, God sees the same potential in all souls.  Every soul is precious in the sight of 

the Lord.  So, we need to practice letting persons know on a regular basis that 

God welcomes them to come and settle their lives with God and give their hearts 

to Jesus Christ and get a new start.  

Isaiah 1:18 “Come now, let’s settle this,” 

    says the LORD. 

“Though your sins are like scarlet, 

    I will make them as white as snow. 

Though they are red like crimson, 

    I will make them as white as wool. 

 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Jesus, Draw Me Close -April 8   

Key Focus-Lord help me to be a student of Your Word. 

Commentary: It is one step to read the Word of God.  However, it is another step 

to understand what one is reading.  And still a third step to then apply, put in 

action what one has read.  However, if one is just reading the Word of God and he 

or she does not understand what is being read, how can it be applied?   If we are 

not sure that we have basic understanding of how study God’s word, we need to 

speak up, share with our brothers in sisters in Christ.  None of us know all of God’s 

word; but we should all take the responsibility of trying to help one another read, 

study, understand and apply God’s word in our lives and then be ready to give 

others the reason for the hope of God’s Word that is within us(1 Peter 3:15).  

2 Timothy 2:15 

15 Work hard so you can present yourself to God and receive his approval. Be a 

good worker, one who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly explains 

the word of truth. 

 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Jesus, Draw Me Close-April 9  

Key Focus-Lord, help me to speak and stand on your word even if it seems I am 

by myself. 

Commentary: When God asked Noah to build an ark, it had never rained on the 

earth.  So here was Noah building an ark on dry land and proclaiming to everyone 

that eventually it was going to rain and flood the earth.  No one believed Noah 

except for his family although Noah preached the same sermon and did 

preparation work for at least 100 years since Noah was 500 when God first spoke 

to him and Noah was 600 when the flood came on the earth.  However, Noah 

continued with the same sermon, same message for 100 years in spite of no one 

coming to the altar during altar call time. Can God count on you and I to remain 

faithful to Him even when His Word is now viewed as “politically and socially 

incorrect”?  

Genesis 6:9 9 This is the account of Noah and his family. Noah was a righteous 

man, the only blameless person living on earth at the time, and he walked in close 

fellowship with God. 10 Noah was the father of three sons: Shem, Ham, and 

Japheth. 11 Now God saw that the earth had become corrupt and was filled with 

violence.12 God observed all this corruption in the world, for everyone on earth 

was corrupt. 13 So God said to Noah, “I have decided to destroy all living creatures, 

for they have filled the earth with violence. Yes, I will wipe them all out along with 

the earth!14 “Build a large boat[c] from cypress wood[d] and waterproof it with tar, 

inside and out. Then construct decks and stalls throughout its interior. 15 Make the 

boat 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high.[e] 16 Leave an 18-inch 

opening[f] below the roof all the way around the boat. Put the door on the side, 

and build three decks inside the boat—lower, middle, and upper.17 “Look! I am 

about to cover the earth with a flood that will destroy every living thing that 

breathes. Everything on earth will die. 18 But I will confirm my covenant with you. 

So enter the boat—you and your wife and your sons and their wives. 

 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 
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Jesus, Draw Me Close-April 10   

Key Focus-Lord help me to want to understand and do only Your will for my life.  

Commentary: Following God’s will isn’t always a cake walk.  In fact, Satan himself 

will throw everything he can at you and me to keep us from following through 

with God’s will. Anytime God’s will is followed, Satan is defeated in our lives; and 

a testimony of the light of Christ is raised high for others to see and give glory to 

the Father God.  So, here in the text below, Jesus models for us on what to do 

even when it seems like following God’s will may be difficult. Pray the prayer and 

mean it, the prayer that says: “Father, not my will, but Your will be done” in and 

through my life.  

 

Luke 22(41-44) 41 He walked away, about a stone’s throw, and knelt down and 

prayed, 42 “Father, if you are willing, please take this cup of suffering away from 

me. Yet I want your will to be done, not mine.” 43 Then an angel from heaven 

appeared and strengthened him. 44 He prayed more fervently, and he was in such 

agony of spirit that his sweat fell to the ground like great drops of blood.[e] 

 

 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 
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Jesus-Draw Me Close-April 11 

Key Focus-Jesus help me to remember that you were bruised, chastised and 

beaten, and pierced for me.  

Commentary: As we approach Easter 2019, we need to once again meditate upon 

what all God has done for us through Jesus Christ, that Jesus was crowned with a 

crown of thorns, beaten with a cat-of-nine-tails whip, pierced in His side after He 

had died; and while He was dying, He took on His shoulders the sins of all 

humankind. What a Savior!  And why would anyone want to attempt to worship 

anyone else? There is no one else qualified but Jesus-The Lamb Who Was Slain 

Before the Foundation of the World (Revelation 13:8).   

Isaiah 53(5-6) But he was pierced for our rebellion, 

    crushed for our sins. 

He was beaten so we could be whole. 

    He was whipped so we could be healed. 
6 All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. 

    We have left God’s paths to follow our own. 

Yet the LORD laid on him 

    the sins of us all. 

 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Jesus, Draw Me Close-April 12 

Key Focus-Father God, help me in the Name of Jesus to learn how to readily and 

regularly forgive others just as you have forgiven me.  

Commentary: Jesus is dying on the cross and He speaks as a portion of His final 

words: “Father forgive them for they know not what they do”.  Jesus is modeling 

that we ought to forgive others even before they ask us to forgive them when we 

are offended.  Furthermore, we have Jesus Christ Our Savior, who is our Advocate 

and if we should sin, He is ready to forgive us and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness even as believers (1 John 1:9, 1 John 2:1).  

Luke 23:34  

34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are 

doing.”[f]And the soldiers gambled for his clothes by throwing dice. 

 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 
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Jesus, Draw Me Close-April 13 
 
Key Focus-Lord, help me to know and help others to know that anything that is 
not of You, is dead.  
 
Commentary: The wages of sin is death. But Jesus who is God’s gift to us brings us 
life (Romans 6:23). In fact there is no life in anything that is outside or in 
opposition to God, Christ, the Holy Spirit and the Word of God.  In fact, a person 
can try anything in life that he or she chooses but life will only be found in Christ. 
Everything else is vain, empty or dead.  In fact unless a person begins to live for 
Christ, he or she is only physically alive but not spiritually alive.  If we want to live 
forever, we have to become spiritually alive by being born again in Jesus Christ. 
This is the message that we need to preach from that first Easter Sunday that in 
fact persons will be saying “ I still haven’t found what I am looking for” until I find 
Jesus Christ.  
 
Luke 24(5-7)5 The women were terrified and bowed with their faces to the 
ground. Then the men asked, “Why are you looking among the dead for someone 
who is alive? 6 He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead! Remember what he told 
you back in Galilee,7 that the Son of Man[b] must be betrayed into the hands of 
sinful men and be crucified, and that he would rise again on the third day.” 
 
 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 
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Jesus, Draw Me Close-April 14 
 
Key Focus-Lord Jesus, thank You that You are the Risen Savior, and You reign 
forevermore.  
 
Commentary:  Thank God that we do not serve a god of stone, wood or made of 
iron, silver or gold,-- gods who have eyes and cannot see, ears and cannot hear, 
mouths that cannot speak, or arms and hands and feet but cannot give us any 
help, Psalms 135(15-18).  We serve Jesus the Christ, The Risen Savior who rose 
with all power in heaven and in earth and at the Name of Jesus everything must 
bow even now and in eternity, Philippians 2(9-11).  
 
Matthew 28:18 18 Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all 
authority in heaven and on earth. 
 
 
 

Notes after prayer and reflection: 

 
 


